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his work or convert it into any other form, such as a series of cartoons,
a radio drama, a motion picture. He also has the exclusive right of
public performance, whether for profit or not. This includes amateur
performances by schools, churches, and clubs, and all forms of radio
presentation.

Copyrighted non-dramatic works can be dramatized only by the
authority of the copyright holder. This applies to novels, short stories,
cartoons, moving pictures, songs, poems, and copyrighted news
articles, in so far as the latter represent the original ideas or expres-
sion of their authors (see page 129). New acting versions of dramas
in the public domain may be copyrighted, but the copyright pro-
tects only the new material. A statement of what comprises the new
material should appear on the application form.

News as such and all other works in the public domain can be
dramatized by anyone, without permission. However, such dramatiza-
tion, even after it is copyrighted, does not secure to the copyright
holder exclusive right to the source material used.

Dramatic copyrights are infringed by substantial copying, either of
words or dramatic sequences. Ideas and incidents cannot be copy-
righted, nor can stage business.

The use of the same fundamental plot is not infringement, if there
is difference in the leading characters, episodes, action, dialogue, and
locale.

Titles of dramas cannot be copyrighted, but the holder of a copy-
righted drama may protect his title in some instances on the grounds
of unfair competition (q.v.). While it is current, he may protect it
against use for another drama or a moving picture, even on an un-
related subject.

Dramatic works include all types of 'plays': tragedy, comedy, farce,
pantomime, closet drama, pageant, marionettes, extravaganza.

Dramatico-musical works include musical comedies, operas, oper-
ettas, dance dramas, and reviews. Both text and music of dramatico-
musical works must be deposited. If a musical comedy is copyrighted
as a whole, all songs included are also copyrighted. Any songs that
have been already published and copyrighted should bear their re-
spective copyright notices, with the year date of first publication, and
should not be registered a second time.